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     How to Find Copyright-free Images for Your Next Presentation 

Ellie Svoboda, Debnath Chatterjee, MD, University of Colorado

• When using images for a presentation, openly licensed 

images are your safest option. They fall into two 

major buckets: images in the public domain and 

images with open licenses.  

• You can freely use Public Domain works, which are 

not protected by copyright and belong to the public. 

Currently, anything published before 1925 is in the 

public domain, as are works created by the federal 

government.  
• Open licenses such as Creative Commons (CC) 

licenses allow copyright holders to share their rights 

with others (Table 1) 

 
Finding Openly Licensed Material 

With Google  

1. Search your term on Google.  

2. Under the search bar, click on “Settings.”  

3. Click on “Advanced search.”  

4. Scroll to “usage rights” at the bottom and select 

“Creative Commons Licenses.”  

With YouTube 

1. Search your term on YouTube. 

2. Under the search bar, click on “Filter.”  

3. Within “Features” click on “Creative Commons.”  

 

 

Table 1: Creative Commons Licenses 

Sources for Openly Licensed Stock Images 

• Freestocks 

• Pexels* 

• Photos for Class 

• Pixabay* 

• Reshot 

• Stocksnap 

• Unsplash* 

 

*These sites use their own branded open licenses. 

Sources for Openly Licensed Medical Images 

• Open-i Uses a variety of CC licenses- check each 

image. Wide range of health-sciences images. 

• Heal Collection Wide range of health-sciences 

images. Check each image for open license.  

• National Institute of General Medical Sciences Image 

and Video Gallery All images are CC-BY-NC-SA. A 

good source for illustrations.  

• Public Health Image Library Check each image for 

open license. Wide range of public health-related 

images.  

• Radiopaedia All images are CC-BY-NC-SA. Good for 

x-rays and ultrasounds.  

To attribute, include the title, author, source (link), and 

license of the original work.   

Additional Resources 

About the Licenses 

Anatomy of a Creative Commons License 

CU Anschutz OER LibGuide Images Page 

    With this license, you can:  You simply must:  

  

Attribution  Distribute, make copies, make 

derivatives, and use commercially.   

Provide attribution to the original creator.   

  

Attribution-

ShareAlike   

Distribute, make copies, make 

derivatives, and use commercially.  

Provide attribution to the original creator AND  

assign the same license if you make a derivative.   

  

Attribution-

NonCommercial  

Distribute, make copies, and make 

derivatives.  

Provide attribution to the original creator AND  

not make any money off the image.  

  

Attribution-

NonCommercial-

ShareAlike  

Distribute, make copies, and make 

derivatives.  

  

Provide attribution to the original creator AND make 

no $ off the image or derivatives AND assign the 

same license if you make a derivative.  

  

Attribution-

NoDerivatives  

Distribute, make copies, and use 

commercially.   

Provide attribution to the original creator AND not 

make any derivatives.   

  

Attribution-

NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives  

Distribute and make copies,  Provide attribution to the original creator AND make 

no $ off the image AND not make any derivatives.  

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://freestocks.org/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.photosforclass.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://www.reshot.com/
https://stocksnap.io/
https://unsplash.com/
https://openi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://library.med.utah.edu/heal/
https://images.nigms.nih.gov/Pages/Home.aspx
https://images.nigms.nih.gov/Pages/Home.aspx
https://phil.cdc.gov/default.aspx
https://radiopaedia.org/?lang=us
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://sites.google.com/view/anatomyofacclicense/home
https://library-cuanschutz.libguides.com/oer/images

